St Loo e Greal

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 + Fax: 905.655.4519
www.stleothegreat.ca
e-mail: officeatstleothegreat@gmail.com

Pastor: Father Mounir El- Rassi
Parish Secretary: Gianella Lazaro 905-655-3286 ext. 1

Office Hours Knights of Columbus
Monday- 9:00 am -12:00 pm Grand Knight: Larry Hallihan
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday- 9:00 am -7:00 pm Igha2008@yahoo.ca

Friday- 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Saturday- 9:00 am- 3:00 pm Saint Vincent de Paul

President: Sarah Woods

Daily Mass Schedule Sarah.a.woods@outlook.com
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday: 8:30 am 905-655-3286 ext. 3

Wednesday: ~ 7:00 pm

EirsEagrday: &.30°3 Catholic Women's League (CWL)

President: Donna Shaddick

Church Doors During the Day Open ; y
dmshaddick@gmail.com

Check our parish website or parish doors for the schedule.

Benediction and Adoration of the Eucharist Catholic Moms Group
Friday: 9:00 am to 10:00 am Leaders: Anna'l_isa, Lindsay & Shannon

stleosmg@-catholicmomsgroup.com
Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 pm - Youth mass Federation of North American Explorers (FNE)
Sunday:  9:00 am and 11:00 am - with Children's Liturgy Founder: Paul Ritchi
paul.ritchi@gmail.com
Sacrament of Reconciliation 416-435-6593
Saturday: 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm or-by appointment

Prayer Group: Divine Mercy Lectio Divina

Sacrament of Baptism- _ _ Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the lounge.
Please download the Baptism.Information form from parish
website and-follow the instructions. Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

Please contact the parish office to register for
2022/2023. The program runs from September to
April on a weekly basis.

Sacrament of Marriage
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your
parish priest at'least one year in advance. Please call the

Parish Office. | =l
Local Hospitals & Emergency Pastoral Visits

Parish Registration There is a full-time Catholic priest assigned to these

All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register,  three hospitals at various times of the week: Oshawa,
with the parish. Registration forms are available in the  Whitby and Port Perry. Simply ask hospital staff to
vestibule of the church. inquire as to whether Hospital Chaplain is present in

the hospital or when he will -be. If there is an
Altar Servers' Ministry emergency, please call St. Leo the Great Parish at

Office: 905-655-3286 ext. 1 905-655-3286, ext.8
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MASS INTENTIONS

OF THE WEEK

Saturday, May 13"

4:30 p.m Pro populo
Sunday, May 14"
9:00a.m. 4 Carmelita Buggie

11:00 aam 1 Anthony Leon

Tuesday, May 16™

8:30 a.m. Unborn due to miscarriage

Wednesday, May 17

7:00 p.m. 1 Michael & ¢ Edna Higgins
T James Mason

Thursday, May 18"

8:30am. i Mary & i James Gallagher
Friday, May 19"

8:30 a.m. No Intention

Saturday, May 20"

4:30 p.m 1 Oscar Mendieta

Sunday, May 21%

9:00 a.m. Pro populo

11:00 am 1 Luigi Giardullo

Sanctuary Light: May 13" — June 9%
Enoia Pcheco

Sanctuary Light Request:
To make a request, please contact the office.

Novena Mass Request:

To make a Novena Mass request, for example, a 9 days
or a one month Masses, please contact the office.

Altar Servers

Young people are invited to participate in the mass as
altar servers. Send us an email and your child can start
immediatley by observing other servers for a few times
on the altar until they get acquainted well.

Bible Study

Join us in the 4" session of bible study on “The
Eucharist” on 20" May 2023, Saturday from 9 a.m. to
10 a.m. in the parish hall.

Family Devotion Around Mary

May is the month dedicated to devotions
to Blessed Mother Mary. Families are
encouraged to carry on their own daily
devotions at their homes.

You can have the statue of the Blessed s
Virgin Mary visit your family for a week or more. This
IS an opportunity to invite the whole family to pray
(booklets are provided), and come together to build,
pray for one another's needs, and share your blessings.
You also may request for the pastor to visit you at one
of these evenings and pray for and with your family. Let
the office know to reserve the Visiting Statue with your
family.

On this week @ St. Leo The Great...
e  Altar Servers

Bible Study

Family Devotion Around Mary

Take a Book...Share a Book...

Catholic Women’s League

Coins for Life 2023

Employment Oppurtunity

Night Vigil

Mariology Conference 2023

Biblical Meditation

Take a Book...Share a Book...

Please make use of the children and adult library, in the
front of the church, for widening your Christian
knowledge.

Catholic Women’s Leaque

CWL June Dinner meeting will be on June 13 with
details to follow. Members are welcome to bring a
friend as well.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Spring
Fashion Show; it was a great success. Special thank you
to our models; Juanita, Jennifer, Isobel, Judy, Sandy and
Andrea.

Link to our archdiocesan church second website:
https://stleothegreatbr.archtoronto.org/

Coins for Life 2023

Coins for life boxes will be handed out at the back of the
church. This project helps us to continue to run the
National March for Life every year.Be sure that your
small change can lead to a BIG change in our land and
does help to save countless innocent lives now and in




MAY 14, 2023

the future. God’s preborn children in the womb have no
voice but ours.

You may even wish to make this a family, school, office
project? Spread the good news of the sanctity of every
life from conception to natural death which God created
as no one has the right to destroy that life.

In our present-day culture of death society we all have a
role to play to reverse the tide even with this ‘little
project’ for life. The return date of the boxes is June 18",
2023. If you wish, leave your name/address/email/cell
so CLC can thank you personally for your kindness.
For more information call Jenny at 416-267-7126.
Volunteers are always needed!

Employment Oppurtunity

Holy Family Parish is seeking a part time Cook/ House
keeper. Those who are interested can contact Holy
Family Parish, 91 Ribblesdale Dr Whitby or email to
holy.family@rogers.com

Night Vigil
Saturday, May 20, 2023 9.30 p.m. to Sunday, May 21,
2023 4.00 a.m., Divine Retreat Centre Toronto
Spend the night in Eucharistic Adoration followed by
Holy Mass on Saturday, May 20 from 9:30 pm to 4 a.m.

Mariology Conference 2023

Tuesday, May 23, 2023 1:30 p.m. to Friday, May 26,
2023 10:00 a.m. | Online

This year, two sessions will specifically explore the
place of Our Lady and the Unity of the Church in the
Masses of the Blessed Virgin Mary.Dwight Campbell,
S.T.D. (Archdiocese of Milwaukee) will present “The
Blessed Virgin Mary: Mother of the Church, Mother of
Christian Unity” and Lauren Moore, Ph.D. (Cand.),
(Free University of Amsterdam) will reflect on “Holy
Mary, Mother of Unity: Implications for Ecumenism
with Evangelicals”.

For Details:  https://www.mariologicalsociety.com/

Biblical meditation: Chosen out of the World

The whole of the message [of Fathima] is a call to
follow the road to heaven, to walk in such a way as to
succeed in attaining eternal life. In the times in which
we live, there are even those who deny the existence of
heaven, whether because they have no faith or because
they do not want to commit themselves to following the
narrow path that leads to heaven. But they are wrong.
That heaven exists is a revealed truth that cannot be
denied. ..The Lord tells us that we shall be blessed if we

are persecuted on his account, because the prophets
before us were persecuted in a similar way. But why is
it that those whom God has chosen for a special mission,
and with whom he is in more direct contact, are
persecuted and oppressed? It is the continuation of the
mystery of the cross which marks out for us the path to
heaven.

The great concern of God and our Lady is that people
should be saved and go to heaven; and since heaven is
the dwelling place prepared by God for eternal life,
unless we follow the road that leads to it, we shall never
get there. As far as we know, there are already two
people there in soul and body: Jesus Christ and Mary
most holy, his Mother and ours; and there, too, go all the
souls that have the good fortune to leave this world in
the state of grace, that is, i

without mortal sin...

If God had created us
merely in order to live
out, on this earth, the
few days that we spend
here in the midst of toil,
suffering, and affliction
that all of us, one way or
another, have to endure,
then we could say that
our life had no meaning,
since it was destined
end in the dust of the
earth from which we :
were made. But God, in his goodness must have had
greater purposes in mind, and his love could not be
content with this. We are the masterpiece of his love,
since he created us to share in the immensity of his life.
From the moment of our conception, our life continues
through time and goes on to eternity, where it will abide.
As long as we live on this earth, we are pilgrims on the
way to heaven, if we keep to the way that God has
marked out for us. This is the most important thing in
our lives: that we should behave in such a way as to
ensure that, when we depart from this world and at the
end of time, we shall deserve to hear from the lips of
Jesus Christ those consoling words: Come, O blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.

Servant of God Sister Lucia of Fathima, O.C.D.
Sister Lucia/(+2005) was a Carmelite nun and the oldest of the
three children to whom Our Lady of Fatima appeared in 1917.
*Source: Magnificat




Catholics and Cremation

Have you heard stories about the ashes of the deceased being lost, abandoned, stolen, or even snorted? Nobody thought it
would happen to their deceased relative. So, is it OK for Catholics to disperse the ashes of their beloved, keep them at home,
put them in a pendant, or should they be laid in their proper place of rest? To answer that question, in 2016 the Church wrote
an instruction® on burial and conservation of the ashes in the case of cremation (all quotes below are from the same document).
It seems that this document is a response to an increase in instances where the ashes of the deceased are being kept at homes
or dispersed. In this way — usually unknowingly — the family ends up treating the bodily remains of the faithful departed in a
way that, objectively speaking, manifests a lack of due respect in the eyes of God and the Church.

Up to 1963, cremation was not permitted to the Catholics mostly because, in some political and social, atheistic circles in the
West, particularly Europe, cremation was used at times as an atheistic rejection of belief in the resurrection of the dead. Another
expression of rejection of the resurrection of the body comes from the East, through a belief in reincarnation. After 1963,
permission was given for Catholics to be cremated as long as it was not done for reasons opposed to the faith. But, “new ideas
contrary to the Church’s faith have [again] become widespread.” For that reason, the Church is instructing us about “the
doctrinal and pastoral reasons for the preference of the burial of the remains of the faithful and to set out norms pertaining to
the conservation of ashes in the case of cremation.” That is, the Church desires that we bury our deceased either in a casket or
in an urn, and let them rest in peace.

Why would we bury the dead and put the ashes in its place of rest? Jesus is the answer. We are united to the mystery of Christ’s
death and resurrection through Baptism, through which He unites us to Himself, and gives us new life and access to resurrection.
Therefore, Christian death has a positive meaning. Since our bodies will rise from the dead, we treat the bodily remains with
the utmost respect: “Following the most ancient Christian tradition, the Church insistently recommends that the bodies of the
deceased be buried in cemeteries or other sacred places.” Note that the Church ‘insists’ on burial since the burial, similarly to
Jesus’ burial (Matt 27:57ff), is “the most fitting way to express faith and hope in the resurrection of the dead.” That is, we bury
our dead properly because we believe in the resurrection, that the Lord will somehow unite the transformed body of the
deceased to one’s soul on the day of the resurrection of the dead. Next, burial also expresses respect for and “shows the dignity
of the human body as an integral part of the human person whose body forms part of their identity.” That is, a human is a body
and a soul; we will rise as we were created either as a man or a woman in the same but transfigured body animated by a soul.
As a result, the Church can’t “condone attitudes or permit rites that involve erroneous ideas about death, such as considering
death as the definitive annihilation of the person [atheistic materialism], or the moment of fusion with Mother Nature or the
universe [new-age, pantheism], or as a stage in the cycle of regeneration [some eastern religions], or as the definitive liberation
from the ‘prison’ of the body [dualisms].” Of course, death, in right belief, right reason, or reality is none of those wrong beliefs.
Death is a separation of body and immortal soul that will be joined together in a resurrected body of the same human person
on the last day.

Furthermore, ‘a Christian burial manifests piety and respect owed to the body which is a temple of the Holy Spirit.” Burial is a
corporeal, ‘bodily’ act of mercy towards a body that is wholly God’s temple. It follows then that not to bury our dead is a refusal
to show mercy to our beloved departed. Burial at a cemetery is also important because it encourages the family and the Church
community to “pray for and remember the dead.” The Church thus fosters a relationship between the living and all the dead
opposing the ‘privatizing’ of the event of death.

“In circumstances when cremation is chosen because of sanitary, economic or social considerations, this choice must never
violate the explicitly stated or the reasonably inferable wishes of the deceased faithful.” So, the Church is not against cremation
as long as the wishes of the deceased or the family are ‘reasonable’ in regard to the burial of the body or disposal of the ashes.

! http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con cfaith doc 20160815 ad-resurgendum-cum-
christo_en.html or, https://bit.ly/burialashes (Accessed January 11, 2023).



http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html
https://bit.ly/burialashes

The desires of the deceased are not absolute though. If a deceased would, for example, leave in the Will that the relative should
do something that is unlawful, the relative would have a duty not to obey such a Last Will and Testament. This document states
that it is wrong, even unlawful for Catholics, to treat the body or the ashes differently than placing them in a proper place of
rest. Therefore, it is reasonable and it is a duty to place the ashes in a grave or a niche at a cemetery, even if the deceased
‘unreasonably’ and unlawfully — at least in the eyes of God and the Church — wanted otherwise.

The Catholic Church states clearly the norm about properly dealing with the ashes, “When, for legitimate motives, cremation of
the body has been chosen, the ashes of the faithful must be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain
cases, in a church or an area, which has been set aside for this purpose, and so dedicated by the competent ecclesial authority.”
So, the Church says and teaches us that the ashes must be buried properly at a cemetery, in a sacred space. That is why the
priest or deacon even blesses a grave at a non-Catholic cemetery, to make it sacred.

The Church on earth may pray for the faithful departed at the cemeteries. Thus, “The reservation of the ashes of the departed
in a sacred place ensures that they are not excluded from the prayers and remembrance of their family or the Christian
community. It prevents the faithful departed from being forgotten, or their remains from being shown a lack of respect, which
eventuality is possible, most especially once the immediately subsequent generation has too passed away. Also, it prevents any
unfitting or superstitious practices.” So, the deceased buried at the cemetery are sure that people will pray for them even
centuries after, and they may rest assured that their remains are being treated respectfully. Who would want to refuse the
benefits of prayers when needed?

But could we still keep some ashes aside? Our Mother Church teaches us, “For the reasons given above, the conservation of the
ashes of the departed in a domestic residence is not permitted. [...] the ashes may not be divided among various family members
and due respect must be maintained regarding the circumstances of such a conservation.” Moreover, “In order that every
appearance of pantheism, naturalism or nihilism be avoided, it is not permitted to scatter the ashes of the faithful departed in
the air, on land, at sea or in some other way, nor may they be preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry or other objects. These
courses of action cannot be legitimized by an appeal to the sanitary, social, or economic motives that may have occasioned the
choice of cremation.” That is, at times because of grieving, lack of knowledge, feelings of hurt, or other reasons, people decide
to keep the ashes of their beloved at home. But we don’t want our homes to become cemeteries where we keep the bodily
remnants. It is common sense that we would not want to keep a hand or leg of our deceased at our home or on a pendant; why
would we want then to keep the ashes at home or on a necklace? Instead, we are invited to contact our Parish or Catholic
cemetery to bury all the bodily remains of our beloved as soon as possible. If we have divided the ashes among the siblings, we
are invited to gather them together and also contact our Parish church to pray for the deceased and the family and lay to rest
the remains of our deceased family members.

The Church is teaching us as a good Mother what is good for us so that we may pursue it, and what is bad so that we may avoid
it, “When the deceased notoriously has requested cremation and the scattering of their ashes for reasons contrary to the
Christian faith [as stated above], a Christian funeral must be denied to that person according to the norms of the law.” If we
intend to scatter ashes, keep them at home, and, in this way, treat disrespectfully the bodily remains of our beloved, we risk
not having a funeral Mass or a funeral service for our beloved since we exclude our death and burial from the practice of the
Church. Then, it will not be the priest who denies funeral Mass to our beloved, but instead, we do, if we insist on burial practices
that are contrary to the Catholic Faith.

In conclusion, the Church desires that we properly bury the bodies of our beloved or lay the ashes in its place of rest so that
they may rest in peace at a cemetery awaiting the resurrection of the dead. We may not scatter the ashes, share them, or keep
them at home since this does not express reverence and respect for the bodies of our deceased which are the temples of the
Holy Spirit. If we choose to do so, we are doing something unlawful in the eyes of God and the Church, and the family is denying
the person a Catholic funeral liturgy. Therefore, to avoid creating unnecessary stress for ourselves and those around us, let us
treat with due respect the bodily remains of our beloved by giving them a proper burial, and if we have any ashes at home, let
us contact our Parish priest to book a burial, that is, placing of the ashes at a consecrated spot at a cemetery. Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
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ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING 905-620-0724

AIIAre Welcome

Do it for your home do it for

HOUSEKEEPER/COOK WANTED
Got great housekeeping, cooking,
phone estimate, call:

& organizational skills?
905-433-5000 |e4

the health of your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

Email resume to ‘
i)
geoscoper@gmail.com A&
WAYSTREET PHARMACY
at 72 Baldwin Street - Unit 106 (entrance on Way Street)
Alan Tonna, R.Ph.

PRESCRIPTION SERVICES - MEDICATION REVIEWS & MANAGEMENT - VACCINATION -
COVID RAPID ANTIGEN TESTING - ADDICTION TREATMENT MANAGEMENT, AND MORE

905.655.9898 www.waystreetpharmacy.ca

Brooklin
Dental Centre

42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

Baldwin
Animal

Hospital
Danlel Baturensky, DVM

4160 Baldwin St. S. Unit 13, Whitby
P 905-655-CATS 905-655-BARK

A Benjamin Moore’

Brooklin Paint
53 Baldwin Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1A2
905-655-5699 www.brooklinpaint.com

62 Winchester Rd. E

EHEE‘Brooklin Tax

& Bookkeeping Services Inc.
Accounting ¢ Bookkeeping * Personal & Corporate Taxes

Alan Hogan 905.655.8556

THE NOOK

REALTY INC. BROKERAGE

Rebecca Kelsey - Sales Representative
Cell 647.621.S0LD(7653) Office 905.419.8833
rebecca@movingwithrebecca.com
www.movingwithrebecca.com

Brooklin Precision Tune
114 Winchester Rd E
905 655-6171

THINK M'NSESEDT' Book Club BROOKLIN |, o d
AND .
Grow e | FRESHEO (SpromeTric ()L
R[CI—I Kamal EI-Rassi, 734-430-7396 | 550 Baldwinsts | oo\ L e
e Kamal@elrassi.com Hwy 12&7 roorineyecareca 5959 Anderson St
www.elrassi.club www.freshco.com DR. PUI-YEE HO 905-655-6200
St. Leo's ‘
Knights of Columbus GIANCARLO MORALES

Get involved. Inquire now!
Larry Hallihan 905 620 0351
Ighba2008@yahoo.ca
www.StLeoTheGreatKofc.ca

Gquown

We Service All Makes and Models
Appointments not required

445 Winchester Rd E

905-721-6599

Sales Representative

416-882-8048
gc@moralespropertygroup.com

BUY, SELL, INVEST OR LEASE,
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Eiss

NEW THINKING. ‘M| MORALES
@ HYUNDAI r&izossiines www.gusbrownhyundai.com - %m:a?e‘:p‘:;pz 1¢ amonn e EI“
O Desjardins Brooklin Funeral Director — Michael Lodge
Insurance

Stephanie Gordon - Agent
72 Baldwin St Suite 203 905-655-3111

stephaniegordon.ca
2

In keeping with your Catholic faith

[ CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery

FUNERAL SERVICES
T‘ |T 905-668-8912

905-655-1739

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel

110 Dundas St. E., Whitby905-668-3410

Serving our Community with Compassion
&. BARNES MEMORIAL [fYRSu.
FUNERAL HOME Funeral Director
Richard Barnes

Family owned and operated since 1863 Managing Director

905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby (one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

15% off with ad
*NOW A MOBILE SERVICE*
Phone or text for pickup

905.655.6116

Chris Leahy
DURHAM
' SECURITY
P 905-556-1801
Turn your home into a
Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. Leo's
for every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca
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